RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
written reveal that other side in him, a statuesque
seriousness, a sense of the magnitude and renown of
Great Britain, His Life of his father, Lord Carnock,
and his narrative of Curzon's declining years are
works of great sobriety into which there thrusts itself
now and then the tipsy imp of frivolity,
He has always been on the most familiar terms with
the best, his home is a Kentish castle, his wife is
Victoria Sackville-West. From these fortresses he can
watch the pageant passing before him, smiling
festively at his own amusing thoughts, recording the
delightful and the odd, always the dapper and dis-
tinguished youth amid a world of decay and change.
But it is only his air of youth that has beguiled me
into setting Nicolson at the head of this chapter.
His heart is as large as his head, he responds to
romance and chivalry, but his curly hair and freshly
coloured cheeks are a happy and engaging accident.
Where do we find to-day in politics not only the
appearance of youth but its abundant reality as well?
Certainly not in the Labour Party. A young
Socialist Member is a great rarity. The party presents
to the world a grey face lined with toil and years of
strife. The Trade Unions still pay the piper and it is
their more devoted servants who are given the main
chance of going to Westminster. So many years pass
before the official with political ambitions reaches its
threshold. The few young men within the party are
intellectuals. Very seldom does a Trade Union
nominate any bright young man to watch its interests.
Mr. Aneurin Bevan was an exception. In 1929 he
was elected for an impregnable seat in South Wales
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